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THE BEMA SEAT JUDGMENT
The Christian’s Final Exam
There are three main judgments that are often confused: The Bema Seat Judgment, the
Sheep and Goat Judgment, and the Great White Throne Judgment. They are each quite
different.
The just shall live by faith (Habakkuk 2: 4) but we have one final exam ahead of us. We must
all appear before the Judgment/Bema Seat of Christ. (II Cor. 5:10) Every day that our Lord
tarries gives us an additional day to prepare for it.
What is the “Bema Seat”? Where will it be held? What are the grading criteria?
The Bema Seat Judgment is often taught as simply an awards ceremony, but that is not
entirely correct. It was the tribunal seat, the judicial bench, the judgment seat, or throne of
the one in charge. Herod Agrippa (Acts 12: 21); Jesus before Pilate (St. John 19: 13, St. Matt
27: 19); Paul before Proconsul Gallio (Acts 18: 12, 16-17); Paul before Festus (Acts 25: 6, 10,
16-17)
The Bema Seat (II Cor. 5:10, I Cor. 3: 11 – 15) deals with rewards for obedience, crowns, and
the call of the Bride to the Marriage of the Lamb, which occurs in the Father’s house. (John
14: 1-6)
The Sheep and Goat Judgment (St. Matthew 25: 31 – 46) is on the earth and will be judged
on the basis on their works.
The Great White Throne (Rev. 20: 11 – 15) occurs at the end of the Millennium, deals with
the unsaved dead, and ushers in the New Heavens, the New Earth, and the New Jerusalem.
The Bema Seat Judgment is the first order of business for the translated saints after the
Harpazo. Everyone present will be “saved:” salvation is not the issue here. Everyone
present will have been saved by the blood of the Lamb and our Lord’s completed work on
Calvary’s Cross. The issue here is fruit bearing, not salvation.
All Scriptures are taken from the Holy Bible, King James Version
www.nccaustin.org

Page 2

September 13, 2015

All are building on the same foundation, but with vastly different results.
I Corinthians 3: 10 – 11 a solemn warning – “let every man take heed”
I Corinthians 3: 13 Every man’s works made manifest shall be tried by fire.
I Corinthians 3: 14 if the works abide he shall receive a reward.
Rewards, not salvation, are the issue. Among these rewards, five crowns are included: The
Crown of righteousness. (II Tim. 4:8); Crown of glory. (1 Peter 5: 2-4); Crown of life. (Rev. 2:
10); Incorruptible Crown. (I Cor. 9: 25 – 27); and Crown of rejoicing. (I Thessalonians. 2: 19 –
20).
Salvation is always a free gift. (James 4:10, Rom. 6:23, Eph. 2: 8-9) rewards are earned by
works - fruit bearing. (Matt. 10:42, Luke 19: 17, I Cor. 9:24-25, II Tim. 4: 7-8, Rev. 2: 10;
22:12, Rom 14:12, Heb. 6:10). Salvation is a present possession. (Rom. 8: 1-2, John 3:36,
John 5: 24, John 6: 47) Rewards are a future attainment given by Christ at His Coming.
(Matt 16: 27, II Tim. 4:8, Rev 22:12)
If any man’s works shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so
as by fire.
So you have been saved; What Have You Done With It?
That which is done for the sake of personal gain, popularity, influence or its impression on
the world, will be for naught. (John 15: 16, Luke 12: 20-21)
Lot as an Example: Lot was vexed daily (II Peter 2: 8) Abraham was not vexed; he had
separated himself from the world. God destroyed Sodom but saved Lot, “yet as by fire.”
Everything he had lived for was burned up.
Tears in Heaven? (Revelation 21: 4) When we take our lives under review, we will be
deeply distressed. Not necessarily for the sins; which Jesus Covered. We will be distressed
for the time and opportunities we’ve wasted; for the time wasted away on foolishness; for
the people we might have witnessed to and helped; for the moment we lacked courage and
follow our convictions, etc.., etc.., etc..
Every day our Lord tarries is another day in which we may repair our report cards. Our
final exam is rapidly approaching. What are you doing to prepare for it?

